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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to Applicant's amendment filed on August 14, 
2008. Claims 1, 6 and 9 have been amended. Claims 1-7 and 9-10 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, filed August 14, 2008, have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. The rejections of claims 1-7 and 9-10 under 35 U.S.C. have been 
withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Claim 5 recites "a system for managing rights of use of a 
digital content", however, a system needs some structural component and cannot 
consist solely of operating instructions. 

5. It is also unclear how "exploiting the detection system" and "the time condition 
stored in the work register" are interrelated. The phrase "exploiting the detection 
system" is inaccurate to the limitations recited in claim 1 and perhaps the specification. 
The specification discloses the term "exploitation" as "use" it is the application that 
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exceeds the time condition that is the object being exploited not the detection system 
which identifies the exploiting. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, 
manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement 
thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements 
of this title. 

2. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claim 5 is a system claim without any structural 
component and consists solely of language that is implemented with only software. 
Although claim 5 has been amended to include "computer system comprising a 
processor for executing software portions" only in the preamble, the body of the claim 
still does not provide any functional interrelationship to any software and hardware 
structural components to provide certain function that is processed by a computer. 
Claims 17-21 on claim 16 and are also rejected for the same rationale 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 1 -4, 6-7 and 9-1 0 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
As per claims 1 and 9: 
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The prior art on record either taken in combination of singularly fail to teach "a 
storage element for storing a plurality of time conditions associated with rights of use of 
at least one application, wherein the plurality of time conditions are stored as sorted in a 
chronological order; a work register for storing a time condition form the plurality of time 
conditions closest to a current data of the system; and a comparator for comparing the 
time condition stored in the work register with the current date of the system and, when 
the current data of the system exceeds the time condition: providing an interrupt to the 
processor; and updating the work register by introducing to the work register a next time 
condition from the plurality of time conditions stored in the storage element." 
7. Dependent claims 2-4, 6-7 and 1 0 are also allowed for the same reason set forth 
above. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SHEWAYE GELAGAY whose telephone number is 
(571)272-4219. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am to 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Emmanuel Moise can be reached on 571-272-3865. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/S. Q.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 2437 
/Emmanuel L. Moise/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2437 



